
The reluctant rock poet - Ola Magnell

Synopsis

It was as if the rock star costume didn’t quite fit Ola Magnell. He was always in the middle of the 
flow, but never seemed to enjoy it. Jovial and nervous, but also angry and anxious. Somewhere 
between Bob Dylan and the Swedish poet Gustaf Fröding, a mix of Rock'n'roll and poetry. An 
outsider who endured hard beatings for his wayward choices but never saw any other way to go. 

Today, he is praised by many as one of the great Swedish contemporary influencers – for the way he 
worked with text and music but never allowed himself to be caught in trends. The artist who already 
in the 1970s was noticed as the great promise in Swedish music. But as a spoken word artist, he 
chose his own path and was therefore met with compact contempt from parts of the contemporary 
music industry. A trauma that never really let go. Forgotten by the big crowd. A Rock'n'roll poet that 
didn’t fit. Standing on the sideline that was the place for Ola Magnell. Like a secret cup for the 
initiated.

In the film about his life and odd career, we highlight some of those who knew him best. A montage 
of voices, which tells about the life and conditions of an artist who refused to budge on integrity.
A story about the struggle and the desire of one of Sweden’s great lyricists and songwriters, that his 
songs should still be heard. A portrait where we also meet the main character himself in the last 
recorded interviews, as well as in unique and personal archive material. Along the way, we 
understand the great importance he has had for Swedish musical life and listen to several of his 
songs and unique style. At the same time, we follow him on his last tour - together with guitarists 
Calle Ekerstam and Jonatan Stensson - as he travels with his guitar on his back to earn a few more 
bucks in order to survive until the next gig with his classic lyrics. Songs and melodies which many 
even recognize without knowing it. Musical quote; ”You have the feeling but not the right will..."

A close-up, sweaty and a poetic portrait accompanied with his own words and thoughts. Always 
with a kind of nervous anticipation, and with the precision of the experienced musician. A poor 
pensioner with a heavy backpack, as he described himself. Somewhat worn and bent, but with a 
spark that has not yet burned out. Because after all, he loved the shunned existence, but only 
reluctantly admitted it. It was in this life and through this career that he was able to fulfil himself. 
Because as he puts it already in the first and really the only big TV interview ever made with him in 
1975, it was "more important for him to be able to become a whole person, rather than to become a 
whole artist." Without pressure or demands for renewal or to be seen in the media on terms that 
were not his own.

At his death in February 2020 Ola was mourned by many famous Swedish colleagues. Musical 
superstars like Lisa Nilsson tweeted about the biggest loss and Lars Winnerbäck cried. Authors like 
Göran Greider wrote chronicles about contemporary and forgotten troubadours. Close friends and 
artists like Tomas Andersson Wij wrote and talked extensively about Ola Magnell's importance. 
Marie Bergman recalled how they both were promoted as solo artists at the classical record label 
Metronome, and travelled to Muscle Shoals, Alabama to record Ola’s most famous songs under the 
wings of the legendary music producer Anders Burman. In our film, they now all talk about Ola. 
How his words and music continue to inspire. An intimate witness told through  personal pictures 
and memories up until the last concert at Södra Teatern in Stockholm in the fall of 2019, when the 
audience stood in the rows of benches and shouted for more.
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